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POlV 


EUtittitn  |.tuliltr  Ciltntm 


/^ 


rothalamion ' 


Or 
A  Spoufall  Verfe  made  by 

Eeim.  Spenjer. 

IN  HONOVR  OF  THE  DOV- 

ble  mariage  of  the  two  Honorable  &  vertuous 

Ladies^the  Ladie  Elizabeth  and  the  Ladie  Kathcrigc 

Someyfit^  Daughters  to  cdc  Right  Honourable  the 

Earle  of  fVorceBer  and  cfpoufcd  to  the  two  worthi© 

Gentlemen  M.  Hef^ry  Gilford^  imd 


c 

AT  LONDON. 

Pnmcd  tot  rrtllum  2$ftjonhf. 


Ay  £  U..it^ 


^rzp^^ 


l^rothalamion. 

^  Almc  was  the  day,and  through  the  trembling  ayrc, 
'"^  Sweete  breathing  Zephjrus  did  fof tly  play 
A  gentle  fpirit^  that  lightly  did  delay 

Hot  Titans  beames^which  then  did  glyfter  fay  re : 

when  I  whom  fullein  care, 

Through  difcontent  of  my  long  fruitlefle  ftay 

In  Princes  Courts  and  expediation  vaync 

Of  idle  hopes,  which  ftill  doe  fly  away. 

Like  empty  ftiaddowes,  did  aflid  my  braync, 

Walkt  forth  to  eaie  my  payne 

Along  the  flioare  of  fi'luerftreaming  Themmes^ 

Whole  rutty  Bancke,  the  which  his  Riuer  hemmcs. 

Was  paynted  all  with  variable  flowers, 

And  all  the  meades  adornd  with  daintie  gcmmes, 

Fit  to  decke  maydens  bowres, 

And  crownc  their  Paramours, 

Againft  the  Brydale  day,which  is  not  longr 

Sweete  Thcmmes  r unne  foftly^till  I  end  my  Song. 

A  2 


'<Sfi 


Trotba/amion. 

There,  In  a  Meadow,  by  the  Riuers  fide, 
A  Flocke  of  Nympkes  I  chaunced  to  efpy, 
All  louely  Daughters  of  the  Flood  thereby, 
With  goodly  greenilh  locks  all  loofe  vntyde. 
As  each  had  bene  aBryde, 
And  each  one  had  a  little  wicker  basket. 
Made  of  fine  twigs  cntrayled  curioufly, 
In  which  they  gadiered  flowers  to  fill  their  flasket: 
And  with  fine  Fingers,  cropt  full  fcateoufly 
The  tender  fl:alkcs  on  hye. 
Of  euery  fort,  which  in  that  Meadow  grew. 
They  gathered  fome  j  the  Violet  pallid  blew, 
The  litdeDazie,  that  at  euening  clofes. 
The  virgin  Lillie,  and  the  Primrofe  trew, 
Wich  ftore  of  vermeil  Rofes, 
To  decke  their  Bridegromes  pofies, 
Againft  the  Brydale  day,  which  was  not  longr 
S'weott  Thcmmcs  rurinc  fofcly,till  I  end  my  Song. 


Witk 


T?rothaiamiQn. 


With  that  I  faw  two  Swanncs  of  goodly  hcwc, 
Comefoftly  fwimmingdownc  along  the  Lcc; 
Two  fairer  Birds  I  yet  did  neuer  fee : 
The  fnow  which  doth  the  top  of  Fmhs  ftrcw. 
Did  neuer  whiter  {hew, 
^oxjoue  himfelfc  when  he  a  Swan  would  be 
Forloue  of  Lc^^:,whiter  did  appearc: 
Yet  Lf'^V^  was  they  fay  as  white  as  he. 
Yet  not  fo  white  as  thcfe^  nor  nothing  nearer 
So  purely  v/hite  they  were^ 
That  cuen  the  gentle  ftreame^thc  which  them  bare, 
Seem'd  foulc  to  them^  and  bad  his  billowes  fpare 
To  wet  their  filken  feathers^  Icaft  they  might 
Soyle  their  fayre  plumes  widi  water  not  fo  fayrc^ 
And  marre  their  beauties  bright^ 
That  (hone  as  heauens  light, 
Againll  theit  Brydalc  day,  whtch.was  not longr 
Sweetert^A^^/WjrunnefoftlyjCilll  end  my  Song. 

A3  Eftfbon^j 
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^rothalamion. 

Eftfooncs  the  Nymfhes^'^hich  now  had  Flowers  their  fill, 
Ran  all  in  hafte,  to  fee  that  filuer  brood. 
As  they  came  floating  on  the  Chriftal  Flood, 
whom  when  they  fawc,  they  flood  amazed  ftill. 
Their  wondring  eyes  to  fill^ 
Them  feem'd  they  neuer  faw  a  fight  (o  fay  re, 
Of  Fowles  fo  louely,  that  they  fiire  diddeeme 
Themheauenly  borne,  or  to  be  that  fame payrc 
which  through  the  Skie  draw  Venus  filucrTeeme, 
For  fure  they  did  not  feeme 
To  be  begot  of  any  earthly  Seede, 
But  rather  Angels  or  of  Angels  breede : 
Yet  were  they  bred  oiSomcrf-heat  they  fay, 
In  fweeteft  Seafon,  when  each  Flower  and  weedc 
jThe  earth  did  frefh  aray, 
iSo  frefh  they  feenVd  as  day, 
Euen  as  their  Brydale day,  which  wasnot  longr- 
Sweete  Thanmes  runne  foftly  till  I  end  my  Song, 


Then 


e^ 


Trothalamion. 

Then  forth  they  all  out  of  their  baskets  drew. 
Great  ftore  of  Flowers^  the  h  onour  of  the  field, 
That  to  thefenfe  did  fragrant  odours  yeild. 
All  which  vp  on  thofe  goodly  Birds  they  threw, 
And  all  the  Waues  did  ftrew, 
That  like  old  TPeneus  Waters  they  did  feemc, 
Whendowne  along  by  pleafant  Tempesfhoro 
Scattred  withFlowres^through  TheJJaiyihty  ftreemc, 
That  they  appeare  through  Lillies  plenteous  ftorc. 
Like  a  Brydes  Chamber  flore  r 

Two  of  thofe  CN^ymphes^  meanewhile.two  Garlands  bound. 
Of  frefheftplowres  which  in  that  Mead  they  found. 
The  which  prefenting  all  in  trim  Array, 
Their  fnowie  Foreheads  therewithall  they  crownd, 
WhiPftonedidfing  thisLay, 
Prepar'dagainft  that  Day, 
Againft  their  Brydalc  day,  which  was  not  longr 
Sweetc  Themmes  runne  foftly  till  I  end  my  Song. 

Ye 


I^rotbalamion. 

Ye  gentle  Birdcs^  the  worlds  fairc  ornament, 
And  heaiiens  glorie,  whom  this  happie  hower 
Doth  leade  vnto  yom*  loners  bHsfuIl  bower, 
loy  may  you  hauc  and  gentle  hearts  content 
Of  your  loues  couplementr 
And  letfaire  Venm^  thatisQuccnc  of  louc, 
With  her  heart-quelling  Sonne  vpon  you  fmilc, 
Whofe  fmile  they  fay,  hath  vertue  to  remouc 
All  Loues  diflike,  and  friendlhips  faulcic  guile 
Foreuertoaflbile. 

Let  cndleile  Peace  your  fteadfaft  hearts  accord, 
And  bleffed  Plentie  wait  vpcn yombord, 
And  letyourbed  with  pleafures  chad  abound. 
That  fruitful!  ilTue  may  to  you  affbrd, 
which  may  your  foes  confound, 
And  make  your  ioycs  redound, 
Vpon  your  Brydale  day,  which  is  not  long : 
S  weete  Themmes  run  foftlie-till  I  end  my  Song* 


^Prothalamion. 

So  ended  fhcj  and  all  the  reft  around 
To  her  redoubled  that  hervnderfong, 
which  faidjtheir  bridale  dayc  Ihould  not  be  long. 
And  gentle  Eccho  from  the  neighbour  ground, 
Their  accents  did  refoundi 
So  forth,  thofe  ioyous  Birdes  did paile  along, 
Adowne  the  Lee^  that  to  them  murmurde  lov/, 
As  he  would  fpeake^  but  that  he  lackt  a  tong 
Ycat  did  by  iignes  his  glad  afFedion  {how, 
Making  his  ftreame  run  flow. 
And  all  the  foule  which  in  his  flood  did  dwell 
Gan  flock  about  thefe  twaine^ that  did  excell 
The  reft,  fo  far,  as  Cynthia  doth  Ihend 
The  lelTer  ftarres.  So  they  cnranged  well. 
Did  on  thofe  two  attend, 
And  their  beftferuice  lend, 
Againft  their  wedding  day,  which  was  not  long: 
Sweete  Themmes  run  foftly,  till  I  end  my  fong. 
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Trothalamion. 

At  length  they  all  to  mery  London  came, 

To  mery  London^  my  moft  kyndly  Nurfc, 

Thattome  gauCjthisLifesfirftnatiue  fourfc: 

Though  from  another  place  I  take  my  namc^ 

An  houfe  of  auncicnt  fame. 

There  when  they  came,  whereas  thofe  bricky  towrcs. 

The  which  on  Tkemmes  brode  aged  backe  doe  ryde^ 

V/here  now  the  ftudious  Lawyers  haue their  bowers 

There  whylome  wont  the  Temple r  Knights  to  byde. 

Till  they  decayd  through  pride: 

Next  whereunto  there  ftandes  a  ftately  place, 

where  oft  I  gayned  giftes  and  goodly  grace 

Of  that  great  Lord,  which  therein  wont  to  dwell, 

Whofe  want  too  well,nowfceles  my  freendles  cafe: 

But  Ah  here  fits  not  well 

Olde  woes  but  ioyes  to  tell 

Againft  the  bridalc  daye  which  is  not  long: 

Swecte  Thenmes  runnc  fofcly  till  I  end  my  Song. 

Yet 


Trothalamion. 

Yet  therein  now  doth  lodge  a  noble  Peer, 

Great  SngUnds  glory  and  the  Worlds  wide  wonder, 

V/hofe  dreadful!  name^  late  through  zWSfaine  did  thunder. 

And  Hercuks  two  pillors  ftanding  neere, 

Did  make  to  quake  andfeare: 

Faire  branch  olHonor,  flower  of  Cheualrie^ 

That  fllleft  England  with  thy  triumphes  fame, 

loy  haue  thou  of  thy  noble  vidorie. 

And  endlefle  happineflfe  of  thine  owne  name 

That  promifeth  the  fame: 

That  through  thy  prowefTe  and  vidorious  armcs, 

Thy  country  may  be  freed  from  forraine  harmes: 

And  great  Sttfaes  glorious  name  may  ring 

Through  al  the  world^fil'd  with  thy  wide  AlarmcSj 

Which  fome  braue  mufe  may  ling 

To  ages  following, 

Vponthe  Brydale  day,  which  is  not  long: 

Sweete  Themmts  runne  foftly  till  I  end  my  Song. 

B  z  From 
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Trothalamion. 

Fromthofc  high  Towers,  this  noble  Lord  ifluing,    . 

Like  Radiant  He^er  when  his  golden  hayre 

In  th'Oc^^;^  billowes  he  hath  Bathed  fayrc, 

Defcended  to  the  Riuers  open  vewing, 

With  a  great  traine  enfuing. 

Aboue  the  reft  were  goodly  to  bee  feene 

Two  gentle  Knights  oflouely  face  and  feature 

Befeeming  well  the  bower  of  anie  Queene^ 

With  gifts  of  wit  and  ornaments  of  nature, 

Fit  for  fo  goodly  ftature: 

That  like  the  twins  oiloue  they  feem'd  in  fight, 

which  decke  the  Bauldricke  of  the  Heauens  bright. 

They  two  forth  pacing  to  the  Riuers  fide, 

Receiued  thofe  two  faire  Brides,their  Loues  delight^ 

which  at  th  appointed  tyde. 

Each  one  did  make  his  Bryde, 

^Agaiiift  their  Brydale  day,which  is  not  long': 

S  A  eete  T/;r;^?^^j  runne  foftly:,till  I  end  my  Song. 
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